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      ear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  
Why Celebrate the Ascension of our Lord? “Alleluia! Christ 

is risen!” “He is risen indeed! Alleluia!” The Easter greeting rings 
out loud and clear even a few weeks after Easter. That’s because 
Easter is not just a day. It’s a season–every bit as long as Lent. It’s 
a season to rejoice in our Lord’s resurrection and all that it 
means for us, His people. 
 
Yet, we don’t spend all our time in this holy season looking back 
on that glorious day. The first couple of weeks certainly do as we 
hear about our Lord appearing to the disciples. But even the 
Third Sunday of Easter’s Gospel from Luke 24 starts to look 
forward. Jesus tells the disciples, “Behold, I am sending the 
promise of my Father upon you. But stay in the city until you are 
clothed with power from on high." Of course, that’s pointing 
ahead to Pentecost when that promise is fulfilled. But, it also 
hints at Jesus’ ascension into heaven on the fortieth day after His 
resurrection. 
 
So why would we want to celebrate Ascension Day? Well, for 
one thing, angels play an important role–as they do at other 
critical points in our Lord’s life. An angel announces to Mary that 
she will bear the Savior of the world promised so long ago (The 
Annunciation on March 25). Angels announced Jesus’ birth to 
the shepherds (Christmas). Angels ministered to Jesus after He 
was tempted by the devil in the wilderness for forty days and 
forty nights (Lent 1). Angels announced our Lord’s resurrection 
from the dead to the women who had gone to the tomb (Easter). 
Then we have angels appearing to the disciples looking up into 
the sky after Jesus ascended. They say, “Men of Galilee, why do 
you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up 
from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him 
go into heaven" (Acts 1:11). That’s a promise we still depend on. 
 
Now, if you read the account of our Lord’s ascension in Acts 1:1-
11, you’ll see even more to celebrate. First, Jesus teaches His 
disciples and promises them the Holy Spirit. So, while Jesus 
appears to go away, He does not leave His Church, His beloved 
Christians, all alone. He promises to be with His Church through 
the work of the Holy Spirit. Jesus says, “He will teach you all 
things, and bring to your remembrance all things that I said to 
you” (John 14:25).  Again, He says, “But when the Helper comes, 
whom I shall send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who 
proceeds from the Father, He will testify of Me” (John 15:26). 

Thus Jesus promises to send the Holy Spirit who will, in turn, 
keep our focus on Jesus Himself. 
 
Then in Acts 1:9 we read, “Now when He had spoken these 
things, while they watched, He was taken up, and a cloud 
received Him out of their sight.” Notice that it doesn’t say that 
Jesus is gone! The great joy of the Ascension is that while Jesus 
may be out of sight, He most certainly is not absent. He’s still 
with His forgiven, precious people! 
 
It’s like a mother who is in another room when her child 
becomes frightened by something. She can comfort the child by 
saying, “It’s okay, dear. Don’t be afraid. I’m here.” And the sound 
of that voice comforts the child even if he can’t see her. Her 
voice indicates that she is there, even if hidden from sight. 
 
That’s what the Ascension of Jesus is all about. A cloud hid Him 
from the disciples’ sight, but He was not absent. Instead, Jesus 
comforts His disciples—both then and now—with His voice. And 
His voice is His Word that is heard. Thus, the Church does not 
live in the time of seeing, but in the time of hearing. That’s why 
faithfully hearing the Word of God read, preached, and sung is 
so vitally important for us. For the more we hear the Gospel of 
Jesus’ gifts of forgiveness and life, the more we are comforted 
and strengthened in faith (Rom. 10:17). And the more we hear 
the Gospel, the better equipped we are to give “a reason for the 
hope that is in [us]” (1 Peter 3:15). 
 
So, join us as we celebrate the Ascension of our Lord on 
Thursday, May 10. Not only will we hear of Jesus ascending to 
God’s right hand, but we’ll also hear Him as He comforts us and 
gives us courage. After all, He’s not gone. He’s only hidden from 
our sight! 
 

On Christ’s ascension I now build 
The hope of my ascension;  
This hope alone has always stilled 
All doubt and apprehension; 
For where the Head is, there as well 
I know His members are to dwell 
When Christ will come and call them. 
(Lutheran Service Book, 492:1) 

 
In Christ, 

Pastor Powell  
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Coupon Ministry 
 

CALLING ALL COUPON BOOKLETS!   
We are always looking for more of your little books!  Even 
though you think you might be worthless some Sundays, we 
can always find something good inside you.  What one 
person doesn’t need or want, someone else may like to 
have.  That’s why we pick out the best of your little coupons 
and send you off to the Concordia Seminary Food Bank.  The 
Seminary families may have very different needs than the 
person who is picking you out of the Sunday paper! 

  
Seriously, friends, we are most grateful for your 
contribution of booklets as well as cash for our own 
purchases, which stay in our community.  70 hams made 
their way to families before Easter due to your 
contributions.  We’re glad you have found our little cash 
box in the church office.  We’ll always let you know what 
Trinity is doing each month to help others in this small way.  

  
SUMMER 
WORSHIP 

SCHEDULE 
 

Beginning the weekend of Memorial 
Day, through the weekend of Labor 
Day, Trinity Lutheran Church will be 
running on the summer worship 
schedule below: 
 
Divine Services: 
Saturday, 6:00 pm 
Sunday, 9:30 am 
 
Bible Study/Sunday School: 
Sunday, 8:30 am    

 

 

Calendar   

Tuesday, May 1 
5:00pm 
Baseball @ Versailles 
Friday, May 4 
7:30pm 
Spring Concert 
Saturday, May 5 
10:00am 
Baseball @ Belle/Richland 
Monday, May 7 
5:00pm 
Baseball @ Higbee 
Tuesday, May 8 
Blood Drive 
7:00pm 
Senior Night 

Tuesday, May 15 
5:00pm 
Dining Out With Calvary @ 

Prison Brews 
Thursday, May 17 
7:00pm 
Recognitions Night 
Tuesday, May 22 
7:00pm 
Spring Sports Ceremony 
Saturday, May 26 
10:00am 
Graduation 
 

Volunteer opportunities are 
open in all areas. Call Janelle 
Schulte at 690-3664 for 
questions and details. 

Convention Offering - Sunday, May 20, 2018 
Under the banner of “Faithful Witnesses” (Isaiah 44:8), the Missouri 
District of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod will gather in 
convention for the 20th time from June 10-12 in Columbia, Missouri. 
The convention opens that Sunday evening with a communion 
worship service, which any LCMS member is invited to attend. All 
congregations of the district are also invited to participate in a special 
offering that will be held in connection with this worship service. It’s 
an opportunity to invest in the work God has called us to do and to 
encourage one another as “Faithful Witnesses.”  

Fifty percent of the convention offering will go to support Synod’s full-
time, career missionaries from Missouri. They are deployed as close as 
Ferguson, Missouri and spread out as far as Kenya, Shanghai, the 
Dominican Republic, Belize, and Togo. The remaining fifty-percent will 
support the Missouri District’s Plus One Initiative, which is a training 
program for congregations to do outreach in their communities in new 
ways.  

Trinity, along with many other district congregations, will be collecting 
this offering on Sunday, May 20th at both services as a special door 
offering. 



Trinity History Notes 
Starting the School 

With the completion of the church building, it was time to consider a school. The cost of the 
church made it impossible to plan a school building at this time. The decision was made to look for 
rental space. Congregational minutes mention renting rooms but no location was given. 

At different times, two congregational members rented a room in their home for the school, Henry 
Schmidt, 100 block of East Dunklin, and Thomas Schneider, 100 block of West Dunklin. Rental cost 
was $2.50, per month but it did include the cost of firewood to heat the room.  

Enrollment was very low in the early years. In October 1878, the congregation considered closing 
the school due to low enrollment. No action was taken and was never brought up again. The first recorded enrollment 
was in 1884 showing 24 students and one teacher. At that time congregational membership was 340. 

Occasionally, school was held in the church, but it was not considered proper. 
A parsonage was built next to the church in 1877 with one room used as a classroom. Later, the short distance 

between the parsonage and church was closed in for a classroom. As enrollment increased, the church was again used 
as a classroom. 

A new church was built across the street in 1895, and the old church was remolded for use as the school. The high 
ceiling allowed for a second floor to be added. The new area was used for congregational meetings and school 
purposes. 

Bethel and I started as historians over forty years ago. We realized there were a number of older members who 
witnessed many changes and had stories to tell. We interviewed as many as we could. Of those attending the school, 
one story they all agreed on.   

The jail was located across the street. Justice was swift in the 1800s and hangings were frequent. The gallows 
were visible from the school. On days of hangings, the window shades were pulled down, and the students would 
“loudly” sing hymns to cover the noise of the crowds that gathered.  

 For more information, contact Jack or Bethel Johnson 

 
We love all of our readers and are 
searching for more.  Come check out our 
books, movies, and CD selections. The 
library is open 7 days a week.  M-F 
during church office hours, Saturday 

night before and after church, and on Sundays before and after church and during the Sunday school hour.   
 
We have fiction, non fiction, bible studies, devotions, inspiration, theology, parenting, psychology and education, 
music, history, and much more.  We also have a great selection of children’s books and movies as well as several 
family movies and feature length films such as: Fireproof, Passion of the Christ, Facing the Giants, The Nativity, 
The Ten Commandments, God’s not Dead, and many more. 
 
Please also take a moment to check those bookshelves, backpacks, Sunday school and Church bags, the trunk of 
the car, and the toy box for books that belong to the church library.  We have many unreturned books that need 
to be returned.  Please let us know if you have lost or damaged your books so that they can be paid for and 
replaced.   
 
Thank you so much the Trinity Lutheran Church Library.  Please contact Glennie Goser or Carmy Heerboth if you 
have any questions. 
 

Carmy • 573-690-5612 • carmyc216@gmail.com            Glennie • 573-556-6123 • ggoser@embarqmail.com 
  

mailto:carmyc216@gmail.com
mailto:ggoser@embarqmail.com


May 2018 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1  
9:00a   Lifeline Exercise F 
 

2  
8:05a   Chapel 
9:30a   Lectionary Class L 
6:30p   Adult Instruction L 

3  
9:00a   Lifeline Exercise F 
6:30p   Choir 

4  
9:00a   Women’s Bible 

Study F 

5  
6:00p   Divine Service 
7:00p   Social Game Night F 

6  
8:00a   Divine Service 
9:15a   Bible Study/SS 
10:30a Divine Service 

7  
8:00a   Quilters 
7:00p   Evening Guild F 
 

8  
9:00a   Lifeline Exercise F 
1:30p   Women’s Auxiliary F 
6:00p   Men’s Club O 
7:00p   Missionary Soc F 

9  
8:05a   Chapel 
9:30a   Lectionary Class L 
6:30p   Adult Instruction L 

10  
9:00a   Lifeline Exercise F 
6:30p   Ascension Service  

11  
9:00a   Women’s Bible 

Study F 

12  
11:00a Blind Mission Meal F  
6:00p   Divine Service 
 

13  
8:00a   Divine Service 
9:15a   Bible Study/SS 
10:30a Divine Service 

14  
8:00a   Quilters 
6:00p   Grief Support L 
 
 

15  
9:00a   Lifeline Exercise F 
6:30p   Board Meetings 

16  
8:05a   Chapel 
9:30a   Lectionary Class L 
6:30p   Adult Instruction L 

17  
9:00a   Lifeline Exercise F 
6:30p   Choir 

18  
9:00a   Women’s Bible 

Study F 
7:00p   Singles Game   

Night F 

19  
6:00p   8th Grade Graduation 
 

20  
8:00a   Divine Service 
9:15a   Bible Study/SS 
10:30a Divine Service 
12:00p New Member Meal F 

21  
8:00a   Quilters 
 

22  
9:00a   Lifeline Exercise F 
6:30p   Council Meeting L 

23  
9:30a   Lectionary Class L 
6:30p   Adult Instruction L 

24  
9:00a   Lifeline Exercise F 
6:30p   Choir 

25  
9:00a   Women’s Bible 

Study F 

26  
6:00p   Divine Service 
 

27  
8:30a   Bible Study/SS 
9:30a   Divine Service 
 

28  
MEMORIAL DAY 
OFFICE CLOSED 

 

29 
9:00a   Lifeline Exercise F 
 

30 
9:30a   Lectionary Class L 
 

31 
9:00a   Lifeline Exercise F 
6:30p   Choir 

  

B=Board Room   F=Fellowship Hall  L=Library Y=Youth Room  O=Off Site 

  



 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

The Nursery would like to 
update more items to provide 
a better environment for our 
children.  We will be creating 
a wish list of items and 
posting them on the door for 
anyone who would like to 
assist us!  Just take the note 
you are interested in, bring it 
into the nursery, and place 
the note on top.  Please make 
sure to put your name on the 
item so we can thank you!  

 

There are some larger items 
we would like to purchase; 
monetary value is welcomed.  

 

Some wish list items include:  

• Wood table with 4 or 
more chairs. 

• Shelves that have small 
cubby holes to hold toys 
(neutral colors- store $61, 
would like 2).  

• Mattress Protector/Bed 
Sheets/Blankets 

• Electric Pencil Sharpener 

• Diaper Sacks 

WISH LIST 

CHILDREN ARE A HERITAGE FROM THE 

LORD, OFFSPRING A REWARD FROM HIM. 
LIKE ARROWS IN THE HANDS OF A WARRIOR 

ARE CHILDREN BORN IN ONE’S YOUTH. 
BLESSED IS THE MAN WHOSE QUIVER IS FULL 

OF THEM. 

Psalm 127:3-5 

We are updating the nursery!  On April 15th in the Fellowship Hall, we had a 
Spring Housekeeping get together.  Current nursery workers that were able 
to attend went through the guidelines, a how-to on the new Breeze 
scheduling system, and what we are wanting for the future of the nursery!  
After the meeting we reconvened in the Nursery where we started painting 
the rooms.  A big thank you to the group that painted, it turned out 
wonderful! 

The nursery has been going through some changes lately.  We switched the 
rooms around a little to create a better environment for new/nursing 
moms/cry room.  This is located where the main room is currently since 
there aren’t any windows, and is quieter.  We are hoping to get the door 
back in between the rooms so it provides a more reserved room for the 
moms.   

There are lots of more changes that we are looking to make and hope that 
others will be able to assist the nursery and help it grow.   

If you are interested in volunteering/joining the nursery group, please 
contact: Aubrey Hobratschk 660-864-3160, Amanda Simpson 816-809-
5030, or Laura Moehlman 314-853-4030. 

Before Middle 

Middle 

After 

After 



    

Therefore  
encourage one another  

and build each other up,  
just as in fact you are doing. 

 

1 Thessalonians 5:11 

Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ, 
Last month, our school hosted the National 
Lutheran School Accreditation team to observe 
and ensure we are meeting all of the standards 
expected in Lutheran education.  The team 
reported to the Trinity staff and recommended a 
status of Accreditation for the next five years.  
Congratulations to all of the Trinity staff, Board of 
Education members, parents, students, 
volunteers, and congregational members who 
help to make our school a success.  To God be the 
glory in all things!   
 

The month of May is filled with activities!  Our 
students will be going on field trips, having Civil 
War day, sketch day, and 8th Grade will be 
graduating.   

 



    1 
TEACHER 

2 
APPRECIATION 

Faith Families in Chapel 
5Z @ Heisinger 
5th & 6th Grade Mid-MO 
Track Meet @ Lewis & Clark 
4 p.m. 

3 
WEEK 

Civil War Day 
National Day of Prayer 

4    
11:30 a.m. 
dismissal 

Faculty Meetings 

5    
Little Olympics 

6    7    
6th Grade Field Trip to City 
Museum 

8    
5th - 8th Grades CMPAL 
Championship Track Meet 
@ Helias 4 p.m. 

9    
5J @ St. Joseph's 

10    
National Archery 
Tournament-Louisville, KY 

11    
8th Grade Sketch Day 
2018-2019 Kindergarten 
Class Visit Day 
National Archery 
Tournament-Louisville, KY 

12    
7th & 8th Grades LSAM 
Track Meet @ Lutheran 
High South-St. Louis 8 a.m. 
National Archery 
Tournament-Louisville, KY 

13    
7th & 8th Grade sing at 
10:30 a.m. Service 

14    
PTL Meeting 7 p.m. in Old 
Gym 

15    
Music Assembly in Church 
2:30 p.m 
Fine Arts Concert in church 
6:00 p.m. 

16    17    18    
8th Grade Class Trip 

19    
8th Grade 

Graduation 
6:00 p.m. 

20    21    
Field Day Grades K - 3, 
Grade 4 bowling,  
Grade 5 Bridal Cave Trip, 
Grades 6&7 Bowling 

22    
Last day of school 

10:00 a.m. 
Dismissal 

23    24  25    26    

29  
 

30  
 

Memorial Day 

31 

 MAY 2018 
School Activities 



  

MRS. DAWN KESEL 
 
YEARS WITH TRINITY:  
10 years 
FAMILY:  Husband 
Jared, 3 children: 
Sarah (5), Patrick 
and Olivia (2) 
FAVORITES:   
• Food:  Dark Chocolate 
• Sport:  Football  
• Book:  The Giver and Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry 
• Movie:  Comedy 
HOBBIES:  Being outdoors and spending time with my family 
FAVORITE BIBLE VERSES:  Jeremiah 29:11  For I know the plans 
I have for you, declares the LORD, plans for welfare and not 
for evil, to give you a future and a hope. Philippians 4:13 I 
can do all things through him who strengthens me. 
FAVORITE HYMN:  I am Jesus's Little Lamb 
INTERESTING FACT ABOUT YOU:  I am the third oldest of ten 
children. 

MRS. MARY HUHMANN 
YEARS WITH TRINITY:  19 years  
FAMILY:  Husband, Bruce, children, Brittany, 
Caleb, Katie (daughter-in-law)  
FAVORITES:  
• Food:  Thai food  
• Movie:  It's a Wonderful Life 
HOBBIES:  traveling, hiking, camping, art, 
gardening, reading  
FAVORITE BIBLE VERSE:  Philipians 4:6-8 Do not  
be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication 
with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.  And the 
peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts 
and your minds in Christ Jesus. Finally, brothers, whatever is true, 
whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is 
lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is 
anything worthy of praise, think about these things. 
FAVORITE HYMN:  What a Friend We Have In Jesus  
INTERESTING FACT ABOUT YOU: I have gone to all the Missouri historical 
sites and have hiked in all of Missouri State Parks except for two. I will 
finish this goal in May. I also have a goal of walking every street in 
Jefferson City. I am about 95% done. I expect to finish this goal in May. I 
have been to every state except Alaska. I have traveled to 13 countries, 
including 12 times to France. 

 
Seventh graders recently 

enjoyed a field trip to the old 
Missouri State Penitentiary, 

Jefferson City Museum of 
Modern Art, and Central Dairy! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

MR. STEVE GONZALES – PRINCIPAL 
 
YEARS WITH TRINITY: 20 years 
FAMILY: Married to Rachael Gonzales 35 years 
Children:   
Stephan Gonzales: his wife's 
name is also Rachel.  They have 
3 children, Eli (5), Isaiah (3), and 
Aliza (1).   
Michael Gonzales: his wife's 
name is Tanvi 
FAVORITES:  
• Food:  Italian 
• Sport:  Soccer 
• Book:  Bible 
• Movie:  Remember the Titans 
HOBBIES: Going on long walks with my wife, Golf 
FAVORITE BIBLE VERSE:   Romans 3:23-24   For all have sinned 
and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified by his 
grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ 
Jesus. 
FAVORITE HYMNS: Beautiful Savior, I Know That My Redeemer 
Lives 
INTERESTING FACT ABOUT YOU: I am celebrating my 35th year of 
teaching in Lutheran Schools. 

Is  

TUEsday 

 
Need gift ideas? 
Check out the Teacher 
Appreciation bulletin in  
Fast Direct for your  
teacher’s favorite  
treats! 

https://ssl.fastdir.com/%7Efastdir/cgi/0366/BulletinBoard.pl?WOcode=mrvGqV&CloseTidn=38
https://ssl.fastdir.com/%7Efastdir/cgi/0366/BulletinBoard.pl?WOcode=mrvGqV&CloseTidn=38


  



 

 

 

 

 

 
Trinity Junior Youth and Senior January Youth Activities 

 
Junior Youth District Retreat – The Junior Youth District Retreat was held April 6th – 
8th and focused on confession, and the Office of the Keys. Thank you for supporting 
and praying for the Junior Youth during their weekend retreat 
 
Graduation Celebration - We will celebrate the 2018 High School Graduates on May 
20th and honor them during the 10:30 church services. All 2018 High school graduates 
are asked to join us at for cake between services. Afterwards we will sit together during 
the 10:30 service for a special prayer and presentation. Please give Angie your Senior 
Picture to put on the bulletin board so we can see where you will be going and what 
you will be studying. Include your full name, parents name, your plans after high school 
and what you will be studying. Please contact Angie Brenner if you have any questions. 
 
Attention all 5th grade Trinity Members - We want you to join our S.W.A.T team 
(Junior Youth Program). We spend Sunday evenings learning to Serve, Worship, And 
Trust in Jesus. Please join us Sunday afternoon, May 20th at 6pm in the youth room 
for our “welcome” BBQ and an evening of fun and games. 
 
Attention all 8th grade Trinity Members - Sometime during the month of May or June 
you will receive a special invitation to cross over to Sr. Youth, Stand Firm. Keep one 
eye open and always be on the lookout. 
 

VBS 2018 – Imagine the thrill of traveling back in time...you 
could meet heroes of faith like Abraham, Moses and Gideon. 
You could visit ancient Greece and Rome and the first Christians. 
You could meet the most important person who ever lived! 
Answers in Genesis' 2018 Time Lab VBS takes you to discover 
Jesus from eternity past to eternity future. VBS will be held June 
18 – June 22 from 6:00pm – 8:00pm. Visit 
https://trinitylutheranjcvbs.myanswers.com/time-lab/ for 
more information or to sign up 

 
Volunteers Needed – VBS 2018 – VBS will be held June 18 – 22 from 6:00pm – 8:00pm. 
If you would like to share your talents with the youth of our community, please contact 
Angie Brenner at angbrenn@hotmail.com. We would love to have you as a part of our 
team! 
 
“Heart of Missouri” TEC – The 2018 Teens Encounter Christ workshop will be held June 
2nd – 4th at Immanuel Honey Creek.  This is an excellent opportunity for youth 15 
years old and older to fellowship and share their Christian experiences with others thru 
prayer, recreation, music, etc.  The cost is $50 per person which includes lodging, 
meals, and materials.  If you are interested please contact Sam or Annie Ziegelbein. 
 

Movie Review – The Miracle Season released April 
6, 2018 is currently showing in theaters.  The movie 
is based on an Iowa City West High School volleyball 
team and the loss of the team’s setter and captain.  
Caroline, called “Line” – had an unbridled, 
contagious zest for life. Anyone who's truly 
experienced grief—the loss of a child, a parent, a 
best friend—knows how cataclysmic it can feel. How 
life itself can seem drained of color and meaning. To 
move past grief can take more than time: It can take 
a Herculean will to move forward. But that's just 
what we see from the main characters in The 
Miracle Season. While still grieving a beloved young 
woman’s death, each of these characters, in their 
own unique ways, decides to live a little like Line.    
Read the full movie review from Focus on the Family 
at https://www.pluggedin.com/movie-
reviews/miracle-season-2018. 
 

Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat 
  1 2 3 4 5 
       

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 
Youth Praise Band 5:30 

Jr Youth 6:30 
Sr Youth 7:15 

      

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 
No Youth Group 

 
Happy Mother’s Day 

      

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 
Graduation Celebration 

10:30 service 
Jr. Youth Crossover 6pm 

      

27 28 29 30 31   
Youth Praise Band 5:30 

Jr Youth 6:30 
Sr Youth 7:15 

      

 

Contact for more information: 
Angie Brenner, DCE 

angbrenn@hotmail.com or 
youth@trinityjc.org 

 

https://www.pluggedin.com/movie-reviews/miracle-season-2018
https://www.pluggedin.com/movie-reviews/miracle-season-2018
mailto:youth@trinityjc.org


by Rev. Aaron Moldenhauer 

The Festival of the Ascension marks Jesus’ ascension into heaven forty days after Easter. The scriptural accounts of the event 
are straightforward. Jesus, while blessing his disciples, is taken up and a cloud hides him from their sight. Two angels appear 
and tell the disciples that this Jesus will return in the same way. 

While the account is straightforward, Jesus’ ascension raises some questions. What does it mean to ascend? Where is Jesus 
now? What benefits do we gain from Jesus’ ascension? Lutheran Reformers in their sermons point us to the scriptural answers 
to these questions. They emphasize Christ’s victory over sin and his continual presence with his church in the world. 

Martin Luther 
In 1534 Luther preached on Ascension Day. Luther speaks about the 
history and the fruit of the ascension. This history states what 
happened, how Christ was taken up and hidden by a cloud. If this is 
preached only as history, Luther says, it does not benefit us. Yet it is 
preached for our sake, leading Luther to focus more on the fruit of the 
ascension. 

As he preaches the fruit and use of the ascension for us, Luther proclaims that Christ has taken captivity captive. Luther is drawing here on Ephesians 4:8, and its 
citation of Psalm 68:18. The Greek here literally says, “you took captivity captive.”  Luther preaches that this means Christ has made captive all those things that held 
us captive. Sin, death, devil, etc. no longer hold us captive. Christ has bound them in captivity on high. Since Christ has captured our captors, we are now free from the 
things that would hold us captive before God: sin, death, hell, and the devil.[ 

A key fruit of this for us is that we are free from sin. Luther says that we can now taunt sin. If sin threatens to terrify us, we can say to sin: “You are my servant, I am 
your lord. Have you not heard the canticle ‘You have ascended’ [referring to Ephesians 4:8].” This is one component of being free from sin, the freedom from fear 
before God. Another component is the freedom to turn away from sin. Luther preaches both components: 

“If you believe in Christ, then the text says that you believe that he sits above, and that he has taken captive my captivity, that is, my sin. In what way? It should not 
terrify me before God…. I believe in him who is above, who has captured sin. Therefore I know no other sin than sin that is captive, that is now condemned before God 
and in the end will be beheaded. … You [sin] wish to lead me into despair and sadness, presumption, and idolatry. But you no longer have power. You have been 
taken captive. Your tyranny and dominion are ended. Nor should … I do evil things, be proud, hateful, or jealous, but I tread these underfoot and am patient, etc.” 

Free in Christ, we can mock sin and stand against its temptations because Christ has led sin into captivity by his ascension. 

Johannes Brenz 
Johannes Brenz published a sermon on the ascension in the 1550s. Brenz was a Lutheran reformer who was widely-known and respected 
in the sixteenth century, publishing many works and attending events such as the Heidelberg Disputation, the Marburg Colloquy, the Diet 
of Augsburg, and the Council of Trent. He was the reformer of Schwäbisch-Hall and later served in Württemberg. 

Brenz’s sermon expands on the structure of Luther’s sermon. Like Luther, Brenz discusses the history and the fruits of the ascension. 
Additionally, Brenz cites a wide array of scriptural passages beyond Acts 1 that speak to the ascension. Brenz then adds a section on what 
it means that Christ ascended into heaven. 

Brenz refutes arguments that Christ’s ascension and session at the right hand of God mean that Christ’s body is restricted to a single 
physical location in heaven. Because of that supposed restriction on the location of Christ’s body, the Sacramentarians argued that Christ’s 
body and blood could not be present in the sacrament of the altar. Brenz holds that Christ ascends into heaven that he might fill all things. 

This presence goes beyond human understanding, so that Christ is “outside of, within, above, and below all places, both in heaven and on earth.” While Christ is 
present everywhere, this presence is no longer visible. The ascension into heaven is the end of Christ’s time of living visibly with his disciples on earth. His presence 
with the church on earth now is invisible. 

Brenz expands on the fruits of Christ’s ascension. Like Luther, he proclaims that Christ has led our enemies captive, enemies such as misfortune, death, and hell. But 
then he adds that Christ has also led us to heaven. Brenz asks the obvious rhetorical question: how can this be? The disciples were left on the mountain when a cloud 
hid Jesus. We are still in this world. Brenz responds that the answer is found in Paul: Your life is hidden in Christ with God (Colossians 3:3). Christ, the head of the 
church, has ascended. We, the members of his body, have ascended with him. But our ascension with Christ is now hidden. Our reign in Christ above gives us hope in 
times of trouble. Those troubles have been led captive by Christ. We reign over them. There will come a time when Christ and our victory will be made visible for us. 

Conclusion 
The Reformers have much comfort to offer in preaching the ascension. Luther and Brenz recount the history and show how Christ uses the ascension for our good by 
leading captivity captive. Brenz proclaims Christ’s ongoing presence with us and offers the rich comfort that we reign now in Christ over all troubles and calamities. We 
look forward to that day when our faith and our hope will be made sight. 

The Rev. Aaron Moldenhauer is associate pastor of Zion Lutheran Church, Beecher, Ill. 
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He parted from them and was 
carried up into heaven. 

Luke 24:51 


